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Kansas Science Standards
by Linda Holloway

Linda Holloway was the chairman of the State Board of Education (SBOE)
in 1999, the last time the science standards were up for review.  The SBOE
voted NOT to ban the teaching of evolution as a possible theory of origins; it
merely gave individual schools the right to explore all aspects of the theories
concerning origins.  The media immediately distorted the message by
issuing screaming headlines “Kansas Bans Evolution” resulting in a
maelstrom of media attention and criticism from the established science
community that holds to the theory of evolution.  Linda herself was deluged
with e-mails, threats, and persecution from those who hold a world view of
naturalism.  She writes this with a perspective of one who has “been there.”

Get out your steel umbrellas and fill your lanterns with oil! 
The sky’s about to fall and Kansas is in for gloom and doom
– the conservatives have a majority on the State School
Board! The science standards in Kansas are up for review
this year and those who favor evolution are panicking!  This
was illustrated recently when Jack Krebs, a member of the
committee for writing science standards for Kansas schools,
delivered a lecture at the University of Kansas.  His intent
was to warn everyone that those “anti-evolutionists” have a
majority on the Board and to emphasize the need to rally the
troops to action now.  This was not a lecture on science; it
was a combination of fear mongering, a political rally, and an
attack on Intelligent Design.  Several departments of science
and the Office of the Chancellor sponsored the lecture on
the KU campus.  The first speaker began the evening by
assuring the audience that “there is danger looming.”

Chancellor Hemenway of Kansas University introduced Mr.
Krebs.  In the lead-up to the introduction he firmly stated,
“We are a marketplace of ideas.  If evolution is to be
challenged, let the debate begin here, and let it be a civil
debate.”  His statement would have more credence if
opposition had been allowed during this lecture. If he was
referring to the university as the “marketplace of ideas,” the
marketplace was pitiful. Only one choice was offered to the
consumers!

I hurried to the Chancellor as he was preparing to leave the
auditorium and asked him if KU would really hold debates.
(Debates were refused in 1999-2000.)  He answered, “Oh,
because of the controversies, I’m sure there will be debates,”
but he declined to answer me as to where and when and
what the format would be.  That will remain to be seen.

Krebs made some rather astounding statements while
stressing the the need for a public debate.  From my point of
view, it is vitally important to nail down the definition of
“debate” in their eyes. In the midst of the discussion Jack
admitted publicly that the Board did not ban evolution in
1999, and it won’t seek to ban it now. However, during the
media circus in 1999 he did not say a word refuting the press
spin that Kansas had banned the teaching of
evolution. However, that’s what was said with the media as
an accessory and that is what was remembered by the
public.  Jack also stated that unless you are a biologist, you

need to “go with what the experts say.”  His logic escapes
me because he is on the science standards committee and
he is a math teacher. Another view he expressed was that it
shouldn’t be up to students to determine what is true about
science. I sat there incredulous; wondering what is science
anyway? Don't we want our kids to have all the information?
Of course he also chimed in with the newspapers, who by
the way, timed their feature stories to go along with this
meeting, that the Kansas economy would be hurt if the State
Board went with anything other than the official standards
the science committee writes.

The obvious plan of the evolutionists is to raise and play on
fear that Kansas cannot become the premier bioscience
research state if evolution isn’t the centerpiece of the
standards.

Interestingly, the new Board will be seated in January and
yet the controversy is already starting. There will be enough
votes to make modifications to the committee’s standards. 
However, the other side is gearing up to try to raise the
same firestorm that was raised in 1999. They are using the
strategy of a pre-emptive strike to intimidate Board members
and to distort the issue once again in the public eye. Those
conservative members will be under tremendous pressure
and they will be ridiculed by the media and the science
establishment. As one who knows from experience they
need support and encouragement when times get rough.  If
you believe that Kansas students should have the right to
hear about the evidence for and against evolution, you can
start taking action now, too.

Action items:
Write letters to the editor of your local papers.
Talking points:
• Kansas’s students are smart enough to learn information

from different views in order to make decisions
concerning origins.

•  Kansas educators have the duty, particularly in science,
to teach the students critical thinking skills, which
includes giving them the skills to sift through the various
theories of mankind’s origins.  Kansas students must
have all the information to do this. Contrary to what Jack
Krebs said, being opposed to evolution does not make
one anti-science. In fact, following the true definition of
science, it only makes sense to question a theory that
has not been proven. 

Respectfully Challenge Chancellor Hemenway to follow
up on his declaration that there should be debate and
that it should begin at KU. 
• Include a definition of “debate.”  Write this to the editor

and/or contact the Chancellor directly.  Contact
Chancellor Robert Hemenway at beret@ku.edu or at
University of Kansas, Lawrence, KS 66045.  The phone
number is 785-864-2700.
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