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THE “BIBLICAL POWER TO CURE?”
(A quote by Nancy Pelosi)

Democrat Platform calls for the lifting of the “ban”
on stem-cell research

As a Precept Bible study teacher, I look for “key
words”; words that are repeated in a text because they
give a clue to the themes of a particular book or letter.
I have learned to employ that technique in reading
other things as well.  One of the “key words” in the
Democrat Platform is the term “stem cells;” “stem cells”
is used 20 times more than “unemployment” and
“abortion” combined, according to William Saletan in
his article “Revelation of the Nerds.”  Stem-cell
research is a theme that reverberates throughout this
campaign for the president of the United States.  It has
become a rallying point for both parties because of the
differences in policies concerning this type of research.
The Democrats have accused Republicans of
“politicizing science” while some Republicans have
charged that Democrats have failed to see the ethical
questions involved in embryonic stem-cell research.

What are the facts?
There is no ban on embryonic stem-cell research:
There is no ban against private companies using
embryonic stem-cell research and that research is
going on at a vigorous rate.  There is a limitation on
federal funding of stem cell-lines, other than the ones
already created and designated by the president three
years ago.  Actually, the Dickey Amendment has for
eight years prohibited federal funding for any research
that directly involves the destruction of human
embryos.  President Bush took the funding a step
beyond what had been practiced by authorizing federal
funding on research on existing stem-cell lines.
According to their platform, the Democrats favor ending
all restrictions on embryonic stem-cell research and will
call for a new national policy that will create life in a
laboratory that can be cannibalized for research
purposes.

Quotes from leading Democrats on the stem cell
issue, despite the facts

Nancy Pelosi, minority leader of the House:  “… the
Biblical power to cure.” “….a choice between true
compassion and mere ideology.”  Our comments: An
adherence to protecting the sanctity of ALL life is “mere
ideology”?  Now the Bible is relevant?   

John Edwards, senator from North Carolina and
democratic vice-presidential nominee:  “It is against our
national character to look the other way when people
are suffering.”  Our comment: Is it now okay for us to
decide who is more important in the battle against
suffering?  Are we the ones to decide whether to
sacrifice one life for another?

John Kerry, senator from Massachusetts and
democratic presidential nominee concerning
Alzheimer’s research: “… the limitless potential of our
science” and “the cures that are there, if only
[scientists] are allowed to look.”  Kerry also criticized
President Bush in a weekend radio address, stating
that Bush’s stem-cell “restrictions” were “shutting down
some of the most promising work to prevent, treat and
cure Alzheimer’s.”  He further stated that if he were
elected he would “lift the ban on stem-cell research.
Our comment: Senator Kerry implies that embryonic
stem cell research would cure Alzheimer’s when even
proponents of embryonic stem cell research agree that
Alzheimer’s is not a single-faceted disease, that it is
complex and involves the whole brain, not just a single
loci in the brain, thus making it less feasible as a cure.

Money is being spent on embryonic stem-cell
research and adult stem-cell research now:
The federal government has spent $200 million on
adult stem-cell research last year and nearly $25
million on the roughly 20 approved embryonic lines.
President Bush actually opened new avenues for
research three years ago when he announced that
funding was approved for those existing stem-cell lines.

Embryonic stem-cell research may be “promising”
but has produced no cures to date:
On June 10, 2004 a Washington Post article by Rick
Weiss reported, “[G]iven the lack of any serious
suggestion that stem cells themselves have practical
potential to treat Alzheimer’s, the Reagan-inspired tidal
wave of enthusiasm [for stem-cell research] stands as
an example of how easily a modest line of scientific
inquiry can grow in the public mind to mythological
proportions.  It is a distortion that some admit is not
being aggressively corrected by scientists.”  Two days
later, Senator Kerry, refered to  “the limitless potential
of our science,” but does not differentiate between
adult stem-cell research that has produced cures and
embryonic-stem cell research that has not.
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