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National Civics Curriculum
No Child Left Behind (NCLB) is the enormous piece
of education legislation put into place by President
Bush. It effectively locks in Goals 2000 but goes further
with required accountability. Schools should be
accountable to parents, the community and perhaps
even to the state – but not to the federal government.
One of the results of the federal intrusion is that we
now have national standards, which were written
during the Clinton era under the direction of the Clinton
Dept. of education. The 1994 HR6 funded one
organization to write one set of standards--the civics
standards. This federally funded group is the Center
for Civic Education (CCE). They had the sole contract
for writing the standards, the textbook, We the People,
and they are responsible for the framework of the civics
portion of the National Assessment for Education
Progress. (NAEP) Students in all states that take
federal funds are required to take the NAEP under
NCLB. One part of that law provides for teacher
training, and this is the portion that is currently working
its way through the legislative process to being a
funded reality. These training programs are called
"Presidential Academies."

Why should we care about the Civics standards? After
all, our children surely need to know about our national
principles and doctrines! However, there are some
troubling things about the standards, the textbook, and
the CCE. For example, according to FedEd, The New
Federal Curriculum and How It's Enforced, the First
Amendment to our Constitution is mentioned 81 times
and the Second Amendment is mentioned 0 times.

Should we be concerned about one group being
specifically mentioned in legislation to write such
important standards and the accompanying textbook?
The following statement is included in the textbook, "As
fundamental and lasting as its guarantees have been,
the Bill of Rights is a document of the eighteenth
century, reflecting the issues and concerns of the age
in which it was written." (Emphasis added) There
seems to be the implication that the Bill of Rights might
be a bit dated. Perhaps that is why the Second
Amendment is missing.

The Senate already passed legislation for twelve
academies to teach the new national civics to teachers
and twelve to teach 11th and 12th grade students. H.R.
1078 is the companion bill in the House. The House
Education committee has not heard testimony on the

bill yet. It is believed that Chairman Boehner is not
overly excited about it. We still have time to try to derail
the legislation. The CCE has been lobbying heavily for
this. It remains to be seen whether the CCE will be the
entity that would set up the training.

The website for the CCE is www.civiced.org. Posted on
the website is a paper entitled "Teaching Democracy
Globally, Internationally, and Comparatively." The first
part of the paper has this view of civics education: "In
this century, by contrast with the past, we may
reasonably speculate that education for citizenship in a
democracy will, with each decade, become everywhere
more global, international, and comparative in
curricular content and processes of teaching and
learning. And we ought to think now about how to
improve our current curricular frameworks and
standards for a world transformed by globally accepted
and internationally transcendent principles and
processes of democracy." (Emphasis Added) Doesn't it
seem that US Civics should be about US accepted
principles and processes of democracy, or, according
to our founding documents, a representative republic?

Actions that could be taken:

Contact your US Representative and inform him of
your thoughts and concerns about H.R. 1078.

Contact Chairman Boehner at phone # 202-225-6205
or john.boehner@mail.house.gov.

Your representative can be E-mailed at the same
address his name instead of Boehner's.

Talking points:

• We are in a time of war and economic difficulties.
We do not need to be spending more money on the
federal government training of teachers and
students.

• It is not the role of the federal government to
intrude into education – 10th Amendment.

• The Civics standards need public discussion. The
civics textbook needs public scrutiny. Don't provide
the CCE with more public money.

• If you are concerned that the Second Amendment
is left out of US Civics, mention that fact also.

• We truly have a national curriculum because of the
national standards, and it is enforced by a national
test. We must pray, act, and try to clip a few wires
to derail this train that's rolling over our younger
generation--and us.
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