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NEW POLL SHOWS THAT PARENTS APPROVE OF
ABSTINENCE EDUCATION:

Overwhelmingly disapprove of comprehensive sex
education that emphasize condoms

By a 4.9 to 1 margin, parents disapprove or strongly
disapprove of the information contained in CDC (Centers for
Disease Control) promoted sex education curricula.  According
to Janice Crouse, senior fellow of the Beverly LaHaye Institute
and spokesperson for CWA who helped sponsor the poll by
Zogby, “The message is clear.  Parents want the best for their
children.  In terms of sex education, parents want schools to
provide their children with information consistent with their
values and expectations.  Parents want their children to receive
a strong message on abstinence.  The overwhelming
proportion of parents disapproves of the messages contained
in comprehensive or ‘safer-sex’ education.”  [Coalition for
Adolescent Sexual Health Press Release, 2/13/02]  Leslie Unruh of the
Abstinence Clearinghouse, another Coalition member, said,
“This report proves once and for all what parents really think.
They do not want strangers and teachers telling their children
how to have sex.”

Past polls didn’t ask the right questions
Past polls have not clearly presented to parents what
comprehensive sex education teaches.  Most people think of
comprehensive as good, but do not realize that when applied to
sex education curriculum it is the euphemism for condoms and
‘safer-sex’ messages rather than an emphasis on why teens
should wait for sex until marriage.  Parents were asked
questions like “Do you support education that prepare
adolescents to avoid contracting a deadly sexually transmitted
disease?” or “Do you think adolescents should be taught about
‘safer sex’?”  A SIECUS (Sex Information and Education
Council of the U.S.) survey conducted in 1997 contained the
following question: “Do you support schools in your district
accepting state and federal funds that would prevent them from
teaching your children the complete facts about birth control
and sexually transmitted disease?”  The Title V abstinence law
did not prohibit schools accepting abstinence funds from
retaining classes with a component of safer-sex curriculum.
However, SIECUS reported that: ‘More than 82 percent [of
parents] responded that they do not support schools that
accept abstinence-only funding.”  A Planned Parenthood
survey in April 2002 in a fundraising letter asked the question:
“If you believe that sexuality education should be provided in
our schools, what do you believe should be the chief focus?
(Rank from 1-4 in order of importance): 1) Preventing sexually
transmitted disease, 2) Educating about birth control methods,
3) Having healthy relations, 4) Teaching abstinence.  Another
poll by SIECUS/Advocates for Youth Survey in 1999 asked the
question: “Since the average age when children hit puberty is
12 and the average age when people first get married is 26,
teaching abstinence-only-until-marriage sexuality education is
just not realistic to the lives of most people.”  Respondents
were asked for their level of agreement.  SIECUS then stated
in a press release: “70 percent oppose the provision of federal

law that allocates over half a billion dollars for abstinence-until-
marriage education.”

What questions were asked in the Zogby poll?
The Zogby poll asked parents straight questions that did not
preclude the desired response by the pollster.  1245 parents
(random sampling, margin of error – 2.8%) were asked 29
questions dealing with abstinence education, 14 general
questions dealing with comprehensive sex education
(sometimes called abstinence-first or abstinence plus condoms
education), five questions dealing with CDC-promoted sex
education curricula and 3 questions dealing with miscellaneous
aspects of comprehensive sex education.  A sampling of
questions:

• A desire is different from a need. 80% approve and 19% are in
the middle or disapprove

• Every child should understand the dignity of his or her sexuality.
49% approve; 18 and 31% in the middle and disapprove
respectively (Ages 5-8)

• Sexual or physical intimacy should occur between two people
involved in a lifelong, mutually faithful, marriage commitment.
69% approve; 10% and 20% in the middle or disapprove
respectively (Ages 9-12)

• When adolescents abstain from premarital sex, they don’t need to
worry about sexually transmitted diseases (STDs) pregnancy,
having a baby, or getting an abortion.  74% approve with 5% in
the middle and 20% disapproval

• Boys and girls have body parts that feel good when touched.
16% approve and 12% in the middle with 72% disapproval (Ages
5-8)

• Some boys and girls masturbate and others do not.  15%
approval with 9% in the middle and 76% disapproval (Ages 5-8)

• Couples have different ways to share sexual pleasure with each
other.  23% approve with 17% in the middle and 59% disapproval
(Ages 9-12)

• Homosexual love relationships can be as satisfying as
heterosexual relationships.  16% approval, 12% in the middle and
71% disapproval (Ages 9-12)

• Two people who live together can have the same commitment
and responsibility toward one another as married people.  29%
approve with 15% in the middle and 56% disapproval (Ages 12-
15)

• Some people use erotic photographs, movies, or literature to
enhance their sexual fantasies when alone or with a partner.
28% approve, with 17% in the middle and 56% disapproval (Ages
15-18)

• Condoms provide inadequate prevention against the spread of
many sexually transmitted diseases. 13% approve, with 7% in the
middle and 79% disapproval

• Schools providing, without parental approval, contraception or the
procedures for obtaining contraception without your knowledge or
approval.  18% approve with 11% in the middle and 70%
disapproval

This survey was sponsored by the following Coalition:
Concerned Women for America, Christian Coalition, Eagle
Forum, Family Research Council, Focus on the Family,
National Abstinence Clearinghouse, and Traditional Values
Coalition.   
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