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86 YEARS OF PLANNED PARENTHOOD
Every child a “wanted” child?

Are some children more “wanted” than others?
In 1916 a new idea was born.  The idea that women could control their
destiny, that they could determine their reproductive lives and that
they would be better off if they had birth control.  “Unwanted” children
became the scapegoat of women’s rights. Margaret Sanger, the
founder of Planned Parenthood, wrote and edited The Birth Control
Review, whose ideas blossomed into a clinic on Fifth Avenue in New
York City that boasted of “serving” 1655 women.

According to Planned Parenthood’s own historical review, they
provided contraceptive advice to “desperately poor, immigrant women”
who lined up at their clinic and waited for hours for their “services.”  In
fact, in 1929 Sanger expanded her eugenic plan to black Americans in
what was euphemistically termed The Negro Project, culminating in a
clinic in Harlem, a predominately black community in New York City.
Although the clinic served whites also, the purpose was “established
for the benefit of the colored people” she wrote to Dr. W.E. Burghardt
DuBois, an influential black who helped found the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP).

Margaret Sanger adhered to the principles of Thomas Robert Malthus,
who believed that a population time bomb threatened the existence of
the human race and viewed such “problems” as poverty, deprivation
and hunger as the evidence of this crisis.   He and Margaret Sanger
condemned charities as simply exacerbating the problems by helping
those who were victims.  A quote by Margaret Sanger supports this
belief: “The most serious charge that can be brought against modern
“benevolence” is that it encourages the perpetuation of defectives,
delinquents and dependents.  These are the most dangerous
elements in the world community, the most devastating curse on
human progress and expression.” [Margaret Sanger, The Pivot of
Civilization New York: Brentano’s, (1922), 123]

Eugenics?
Sanger was a believer in eugenics (the master race) and advocated
that Americans and the world should be taught the “science of
breeding” as advocated by her clinics.  This “science” was to “breed
out of the race the scourges of transmissible disease, mental defect,
poverty, lawlessness, crime . . . since these classes would be
decreasing in number instead of breeding like weeds. (Emphasis
Added)”  The “spin” attached to Sanger’s eugenic ideals was that birth
control meant better health, but in a report from a rural (70 percent
black) Berkeley County S.C. birth control clinic that eventually closed,
Dr. Dorothy Farabee stated in a speech: “The future program [of
Planned Parenthood] should center around more education in the field
through the work of a professional Negro worker, because those of us
who believe that the benefits of Planned Parenthood as a vital key to
the elimination of human waste (Emphasis Added) must reach the
entire population.” [Dorothy Boulding Farabee, M.D., “Negro Project” report
on Negro Project demonstration programs, 16 April 1943, 5]

Interestingly, to this day the legacy to black Americans lives on in that
12 million black people have been estimated to have been lost to
abortion.  A 1992 report from Planned Parenthood’s own records
reveal the 23.2 percent of women obtaining abortions at their affiliates
were black although black women represent no more than 13 percent

of the population.  In 1996 Planned Parenthood’s research arm
reported that “Blacks, who make up 14 percent of all childbearing
women, have 31 percent of all abortions and whites, who account for
81 percent of women of childbearing age, have 61 percent.”

An excellent complete report on “The Negro Project” is available on
CWA’s Website: http://cwffa.org/library/life/2001-05_ppp_n-project.shtml

The Hispanic population makes up 11% of the population and account
for 20% of all abortions.  The abortion rate among married African-
American women is 4.4 times greater than it is among married white
women.  [Alan Guttmacher Institute survey)

Class Action Suit
A major class action lawsuit has been filed in U.S. District Court in St.
Louis against the Planned Parenthood Federation of America and
Planned Parenthood in St. Louis.  The suit alleges medical
malpractice, wrongful death, civil rights violations, mass fraud and
genocide by specifically targeting minority women for abortions.  The
“mass fraud” and “genocide” portion of the suit that Planned
Parenthood has systematically committed fraud by failing to inform
women or outright lying to them about the physical and emotional risks
of abortion, and that they have systematically targeted low-income
and minority women for abortions.  The suit reads: “Defendant has a
long history, even dating back to its origin and founding of intentionally
targeting and encouraging lower income persons and those of minority
races and ethnic groups to have abortions, sterilization, and to use
contraception, in order to lower the populations of said groups….”

The primary plaintiff in this case is Nicole Smith, an African-American
resident of Alorton, Illinois, who was 27 years old with three children at
the time of the events precipitating the suit took place.  She went to a
Planned Parenthood facility in October of 1999 unsure of whether she
wanted an abortion, in spite of being in her second trimester of
pregnancy.  Several times she mentioned that she did not feel sure
about having the abortion and that she could not afford the $600 fee.
The counselor offered to lower the price, saying that Planned
Parenthood would subsidize the abortion from “different funds”.  Smith
was not informed of potential health and emotional risks.  She was
shown a video about the procedure that also did not mention risks.
Her subsequent ultrasound was not shown to her.  Laminaria was
placed in her cervix to cause it to dilate and she was sent home and
instructed to return the next morning to complete the abortion.  Four to
five hours later she changed her mind and called the clinic to have the
laminiaria removed.  According to Smith, the staff member refused her
request.  She went to the emergency room and had the laminaria
removed and after she was admitted to the hospital it was found that
her baby had died.  She informed Planned Parenthood about her
actions and was told that she “set herself up for all kinds of infection,”
according to Smith and went on to tell her that her abortion fee was
not refundable. [Jim Davis, “Major Suit Filed Against Planned Parenthood”
Metro Voice, K.C. January 24, 2002]

The suit will be expanded throughout the country for women who have
been harmed from abortions performed on them by Planned
Parenthood in St. Louis.  If you know of people who might join this suit
contact: Johnny B. Davis, princelib@aol.com
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P O Box 11233    Shawnee Mission KS 66207    Phone & Fax (913) 491-1380    e mail: kansas@states.cwfa.org
Family Concerns is published 36 times a year.  Suggested donation is $15.00 per year.

Reproduction of this newsletter in its entirety is highly encouraged!!!!


