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BE THE GATEKEEPER OF YOUR HOME
AND ACCESS TO YOUR CHILDREN

Parents are the first line of defense

Much of the filth and indecency that children are exposed to is
preventable with a little “grass-roots” effort by parents.  Parents
need to be the “point man” in the patrol of life and check out
situations that their kids may encounter before they become a
problem.  The “point man” in a patrol in the military goes before
the patrol and checks the area for danger . . . mines, places
where an enemy sniper is lurking and anything that might
threaten the patrol.  He is the one that gives the “all-clear” that
tells the patrol it is safe to move ahead.  Our kids are in enemy
territory and they do not have the life skills or cognitive
development to anticipate the dangers of some of our cultures’
lures and traps.  Here are some ideas to help parents be
proactive.

FCC (Federal Communications Commission)
This federal agency investigates complaints about broadcast
indecency and obscenity.  The airwaves are public domain so
the public has a right and an obligation to report violations to
this commission.  The commission issues quarterly reports
about the complaints received.  This past quarter shows that
triple the usual number of complaints was received by the
commission.  Forty-five complaints were received in January
2002 and 161 complaints were filed in March.  The Culture and
Family Institute, an affiliate of CWA, details the procedure in
filing a complaint on their Web site:
http://cultureandfamily.org/library/papers/23sr005.shtml?print  This resource
guides readers through each step of the process of gathering
the necessary information, transcribing and explaining the
offensive material, drafting a complaint letter and mailing it to
the correct FCC office.  It also provides Internet links and
contact information for pro-family groups dealing with
broadcast indecency.

Abercrombie and Fitch
Abercrombie and Fitch, a retail store that markets to your teens
has long been under scrutiny for its explicit catalogues
featuring nudity.  After September 11th the catalogue was
“toned down” a bit, but the new summer catalogue, features
“thong underwear” for ten-year to sixteen-year-olds.  One walk
into the store is enough to assault the sensibilities of this
grandma as huge life-sized posters line the walls showing more
skin than clothes.  “These catalogs are becoming increasingly
bold,” Bill Johnson American Decency Association president
told C&F Report.  “That trend is a clear acknowledgement that
there is no outcry from the public.”  Supposedly A & F “cards”
its recipients of the catalog and wraps the catalog in shrink
wrap, but it is not a huge hurdle for a teen to get someone else
to pick it up.  In an era where STDs and HIV/AIDS are lurking
in the shadows of promiscuity, our teens need no impetus for
awareness of sexuality especially when they are buying

clothes. Talk to your kids about using sex to market
merchandise…avoid shopping in places that use this strategy.

COPA (Children Online Protection Act)
Recently the Supreme Court ruled that COPA is not
unconstitutional.  “Pornographers still have to cope with the law
in that the COPA requires commercial content –providers
operating on the Web to restrict access by minors to
pornography that meets the definition of ‘material harmful to
minors’,” according to Jan LaRue, chief counsel for Concerned
Women for America.  The ACLU and other groups had
challenged the law on First Amendment grounds and the
Supreme Court reviewed one issue and families won on that
issue. Be aware of laws that protect you and your children

Dot Kids Domain
Legislation that is intended to protect children on the Internet
was passed by the U.S. House by a margin of 406-2.  The bill
calls for a domain for kids that would end with kids.us. When a
child visited sites on this domain there would be no chat rooms
or instant messaging in order to eliminate children’s contact
with sexual predators.

Megan’s Law
The Supreme Court has agreed to rule on the constitutionality
of “Megan’s Law”, a measure that requires sex offenders to
register with the police in their communities.  A lower court
found the law unconstitutional on the grounds that the
offenders’ names were being placed on these lists without a
chance to prove that they are no longer a danger to society.
The law is named after a 7-year-old New Jersey girl that was
murdered by a neighbor who had been twice convicted of sex
offenses.  Mark Klaas, father of Polly Klaas, also abducted and
killed by a sex offender, advises that parents should teach kids
to trust their uneasy feelings about strangers, put physical
distance between themselves and whatever is making them
feel bad and to trust certain types of strangers such as
policemen.

Wiretapping for Child Sex Crimes
The House of Representatives has pass legislation that would
allow the FBI to use wiretaps when investigating child sex
crimes on the Internet. Wiretapping privileges would apply to
crimes dealing with child pornography, as well as people who
engage in child sex slave traffic or use travel agencies that
arrange international sex tours with minors.

The main protection for your children is to be aware of
what is going on.  Stay in touch by subscribing to the
Culture and Family Institute’s weekly report
http://cultureandfamily.org and by knowing what your child is
doing, who he/she is with, and by talking to them and
letting them know that they can come to you with
anything.
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