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PORNOGRAPHY: A VICTIMLESS CRIME?
Recent decisions by the Supreme Court have left children

open to exploitation by pedophiles
“The invasion of pornographic computer images into the minds and

memory banks of computer-literate American society will have a
devastating, long-term effect upon our entire culture.  Computer

pornography is all illegal for viewing by minor, and much of it is illegal
even for adult use; yet it is freely and easily available to Internet users

– mean time being accessed unintentionally.”
 Dee Jepson, Chairman of Enough is Enough!

May is Victims of Pornography Month
Concerned Women for America gathered a coalition of victims,
congressmen and advocates recently to discuss the tragic
implications that the increased access to pornography is having
on families and children.  Victims shared their stories on how
pornography has affected their lives and families.

Supreme Court weighs in
The recent Supreme Court decision on digitally-generated
“virtual” images of children engaged in pornographic acts has
many worried about the implications of this ruling on the
prosecution of pornographic materials.

A report on pornography’s effect on children
A recently published report by Dick Thornburg and Herbert S.
Linn entitled “Youth Pornography and the Internet”
[http://bob.nap.edu/html/youth_internet/es.html] details the findings of a
committee commissioned by Congress in 1998 to study this
problem. The availability of Internet access in American homes
has accelerated the problem of the accessibility of pornography
and its potential harm to children who may come across it
accidentally.  The question of filtering libraries and school
computers has raised the awareness of constitutional issues of
“free speech” and how that relates to pornography.  This report
concludes that this is a very complex problem.  Search engines
look for words without reference to their slang usage, so often
a search will reveal objectionable material.  The anonymity of
the Internet also makes it a prime tool for pornographers.  In
years past, people accessed pornography through the mail in
plain brown paper wrapping, or frequented purveyors of
pornography with the risk that their friends and neighbors
would discover their secret.  The repercussions of the
availability and anonymity of Internet chat rooms, search
engines and e-mail give opportunity for illicit and criminal
activities, especially against children.  For the adult-
entertainment industry, profitability is dependent on the number
of “hits” and children are not screened out of that mix. In fact
Wendy Wright of CWA stated at the recent meeting that the
average age of a child’s first exposure to hard-core
pornography is 8 years old.  She further stated that 80 percent
of child molesters admit their spiral down began with
pornography.  A website owned by Playboy Magazine receives
approximately 4.7 million “hits” per week.
http:///cwfa.org/library/pornography/1999-05_pp_internet.shtml

Congressman Ryun speaks out
At this same conference, Congressman Jim Ryun (R-KS)
stated, “Pornography is not a victimless activity.  Those who
advocate for wide distribution of pornography often rely on the
argument that pornography is an activity between one
individual and a magazine, video or web page.  Nothing could
be further from the truth.  God created each of us to experience
relationships, but pornography short-circuits this process.  Void
of intimacy, pornography separates the perpetrator from true
relationships, leaving them to pursue connections through
destructive means.”

Sandra, a victim of child pornography gave a statement that
she says was motivated by the realization that it was important
to “put a face” on victims of pornography.  She says that it is
easy to forget that there are real children and adults behind the
statistics and generic words that are used to describe the
victimization involved in pornography.  She was 4 years old
when she was first exploited by pornographers who took
pictures of her in poses directed by the photographer.  The
exploitation continued until she was fifteen years old.  She
stated in her testimony that drugs are used to make the
children more cooperative and sexual abuse is common in the
industry.  Her complete testimony is available at:
http://cwfa.org/library/pornography/2001-05victime/v_sandra.shtml

Public libraries give access to pornography
Access to pornography in public libraries is an ongoing
problem.  CWA of KS received information that several children
were shocked to see pornography on a computer in one of
Johnson County’s libraries recently.  A survey conducted from
1997-1998 by David Burt in which only 29 percent of all the
nations libraries responded revealed that: 962 incidences of
adults accessing pornography were reported with 472 incidents
of children accessing pornography.  There were 106 incidents
of adults exposing children to pornography and 113 incidents of
pornography left on a printer or computer screens.

Child Online Protection Act (COPA)
A recent ruling by the Supreme Court on the Child Online
Protection Act (COPA) has confused the issue even more.
This bill would make it a crime to knowingly place objectionable
material where a child could find it on the Internet.  This suit
against COPA was brought by the ACLU claiming that free
speech is violated by the law.  Jan LaRue, senior legal counsel
for CWA stated that the court’s decision puts the
implementation of the law on hold for now, while the Third U.S.
Circuit Court of Appeals further reviews the issue, but that the
partial ruling on the “big issue” the Court made was “in favor of
children rather than smut peddlers.”   The issue was about
“community standards” language which the bill includes was
okay, but that the bill had other free speech problems and that
was the reason it was sent back to the lower courts.
More in the next Family Concerns
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