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MORE ON THE NATIONAL ASSESSMENT of
EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS (NAEP)

Under HR1, “No Child Left Behind,” the NAEP became a
key part of the Bush education plan that provided that states
must test reading and math every year in every grade from
3rd to 8th grade.  In the Bush plan the NAEP will be used for
“quality control.”  The NAEP test was developed by the
National Center for Education Statistics, a branch of the
Department of Education and the National Assessment
Governing Board that is appointed by the Secretary of
Education.  This is why many feel that HR1 federalized
education.  The state NAEP assessments were first used in
1990. Although the framework of the NAEP test is made
public, the questions are not to be released.  The NAEP has
assessed many subjects over the years including math,
reading, science, social studies, writing, citizenship,
literature, etc. Traditionally the NAEP is a sampled test that
uses small numbers of students to obtain data.  Some
objections to the sampling techniques and scores have
been raised by testing experts, claiming that the scoring is
very complex, with only about 6 percent of people in the
country fully understanding the process.  Another problem
with the NAEP is that after the Individuals with Disabilities
Act was passed; students with learning disabilities were
included in the NAEP.  Accommodations were made for
these students but they varied from state to state with some
states using “prompting” and reading all the questions, even
on reading assessments.  Other states dropped
assessments from students with disabilities giving a skewed
result. Because of these and other discrepancies some feel
it will be hard to keep the NAEP assessment honest.  Some
schools will be tempted to “ape” the NAEP because it will be
so important under the Bush plan.  [Richard Innes, “The Troubling
Situation with the 1998 NAEP 4th Grade Reading Assignment”]

The nation’s “report card” nces.ed.gov/naep3faq.asp
The NAEP assessment has been conducted regularly since
1969 and makes information about student performance
available to policymakers at national and state levels.  It
plays an integral role in evaluating student’s progress and
the progress of the nation’s educational system.  The NAEP
has traditionally been divided into state and national tests,
with the state sampling designed to be representative of the
state’s goals.  Now that the NAEP will be evaluating states
based on federal standards, it will be interesting to see how
the test changes. Federal law specifies that NAEP is
voluntary.  Under HR1 the Akin Amendment specifies that
parents can opt their children out of tests that evaluate the

personal or family beliefs and attitudes or that disclose
personally identifiable information. This amendment would
include the NAEP as it does include demographic
information and personal information about the student’s
beliefs, families’ beliefs and other values-defining
information. The data is supposed to be confidential, but
some claim that based on specific questions asked student
information could be traced.  It is a standardized test that
assesses specific populations of in-school students or
subgroups of these populations.
How are the assessments developed?
Developing the tests is accomplished by the developers and
numerous reviews to reflect changes in curricula and
instruction.  Under HR1, questions remain on how much
change will occur since it will be the nation’s report card.
Many feel that curricula will change to meet the standards
on the test to maintain credibility for the schools.
What are the results that NAEP provides?
The NAEP test provides results about subject-matter
achievement, instructional experiences, and school
environment.  The subject-matter achievement is reported
both by scale scores and achievement levels.  The scales
are developed independently for each subject so they
cannot be compared across subjects.  Before the data is
analyzed, responses are assigned sampling weights to
match their actual percentage of the school population.
Based on this weighting they are scaled and estimated to
correlate student populations.
What type of information does the NAEP test provide?

• Student questions which examine background
characteristics and subject area experience

• Teacher questionnaires, which gather data on
background and training and classroom-by
classroom orientation

• School questionnaires and SD/LEP questionnaires
(students with disabilities and students with limited
English proficiencies)

Because the NAEP report is a large-group assessment,
each student takes only a small part of the overall
assessment so schools will not receive school-level or
individual student-level results.  [The Nation’s Report Card: National
Assessment of Education Progress]
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